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The General Assembly created the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning in 2005 to oversee land use and
transportation planning for the region. CMAP is a consolidation
of two agencies, the Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission and the Chicago Area Transportation Study.

CMAP's board of directors is made up of local officials from
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will
counties. Its chairman is Palos Hills Mayor Gerald Bennett.

CMAP's real power comes from its designation as the region's
metropolitan planning organization, which makes it responsible
for reviewing and approving projects that use federal
transportation dollars.

Three years in the making, Go to 2040 is CMAP's
comprehensive plan for the region. It is intended to address the
projected arrival of more than 2 million new residents by 2040.

Register with Chicago Tribune and receive free
newsletters and alerts >>

Go to 2040 isn't just about transportation. Much of the 400-
page comprehensive plan focuses on other issues. It includes
chapters on land and water use and conservation ("Livable
Communities"), education and work force development
("Human Capital"), and government and tax policy ("Efficient

Governance"). The plan is available at cmap.illinois.gov.

CMAP's staff will include the public's feedback and present the revised plan to the CMAP board for
approval in October. Afterward, CMAP will focus on implementing Go to 2040's recommendations.

— Richard Wronski
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